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COVID VACCINE

A SHOT OF HOPE

India enthusiastically welcomes the rollout of the Covid
vaccination programme, but challenges remain

26

FARM LAWS

DIGGING IN
THE DIRT

The country's apex
court stays the
implementation of the
farm laws. Why are the
farmers still angry?
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The rise of new political

contenders threatens
Mamata Banerjee's once

assured vote bank
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A TOUGH
ROAD AHEAD

Election results since
2019 seem to suggest
the DMK has an edge.
But M.K. Stalin is yet to
consolidate the gains
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Why TMC deserters are sparking
resentment within the BJP

By Romita Datta

The BJP's main objective is to weaken the TMC, but

inducting any and all could prove counter-productive
as BJP workers become restive

https://bit.ly/3bCDeun

Rajasthan's Covid vaccination dry run
By Rohit Parihar
The state government hopes to vaccinate 450,000

health workers with the first dose within a period of
three weeks

https://bit.ly/2LHsboZ

Why the wait for BJP veterans to get in the
MP cabinet has got longer By Rahul Noronha

The Madhya Pradesh chief minister has accommo-
dated Congress defectors into his cabinet, leaving
BJP loyalists out in the cold

https://bit.ly/3smYbz(

How Tamil Nadu has sustained industrial
investment growth despite Covid-19

By Amarnath K. Menon

The state has been aggressively wooing business
investments over the past year

https://bit.ly/3sjvJ P4

What is ‘corona rage'? By Shelly Anand

Ten months into the coronavirus pandemic, cases of
anger, conflict and anxiety see an increase

https://bit.y/2Xzlnwt
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THE TWO AND A
HALF FRONT

t his annual press conference
held on January 12, ahead of
the Army Day celebration on
January 15, army chief General
M.M. Naravane outlined the challenges
facing the world’s second-largest fight-
ing force. An active ‘two and a half front
war'—armyspeak for all its external and
internal security challenges—is now
a reality. The two fronts being China
and Pakistan and the half front being

By Sandeep Unnithan

counter insurgency.

Over 100,000 soldiers of the world’s
two largest armies are currently facing
off along the Indo-China border, the
longest disputed boundary, most of
which is at altitudes of over 8,000 ft. It's
abrutal game f endurance to see who
blinks first—that too in winter with
temperatures dropping to a bone-chill-
ing 30 degrees below zero in places,

I'he Indian Army’s principal adver-

saries—China, on the northern front,
and Pakistan, the western front—
behaving more ‘collusively’, training
ind operating together and exchang-
ing intelligence. India shares a 3,488
km disputed Line of Actual Control
LLAC) with China, divided into three
sections—western, central and eastern
The western sector, Ladakh, flared up
in May 2020, when China’s People’s

Liberation Army (PLA) massively
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