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The development of rural areas is not universal approaches. It is a choice influenced 

by time, space and culture. Only the term Rural Development has worked, to 

improve the quality of life of rural peoples. In this sense, it is a comprehensive and 

multidimensional concept, and encompasses the development of agriculture and 

allied activities, village and cottage industries and crafts, infrastructure, community 

services and facilities and human resources in rural areas. Rural development has 

been an important issue in all discussions pertaining to economic development, 

especially of developing countries, throughout the world. Over 3.5 billion people live 

in the Asia and Pacific region and some 63% of them in rural areas. Although 

millions of rural people have escaped poverty as a result of rural development in 

many Asian countries, a large majority of rural people continue to suffer from 

persistent poverty. The socio-economic disparities between rural and urban areas are 

widening and creating tremendous pressure on the social and economic fabric of 

many developing Asian economies. Country like India is depending on agriculture, 

so it is very important to improve the rural and agriculture sector. To improve the 

rural sector the ministry of rural development has been working as a pioneer pillar. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Rural Development in India is one of the most important 
factors for the growth of the Indian economy. India is primarily 
an agriculture based country. Agriculture contributes nearly 
one fifth of the gross domestic product in India. In order to 
increase the growth of agriculture, the Government has planned 
several programs pertaining to Rural Development in India. 
The Ministry of Rural Development in India is the apex body 
for formulating policies, regulations and acts pertaining to the 
development of the rural sector. Agriculture, handicrafts, 
fisheries, poultry, and diary are the primary contributors to the 
rural business and economy.  
 
Rural development in India has witnessed several changes over 
the years in its emphasis, approaches, strategies and 
programmes. It has assumed a new dimension and perspectives 
as a consequence. Just as implementation is the touchstone for 
planning, people's participation is the centrepiece in rural 
development. People's participation is one of the foremost 
prerequisites of development process both from procedural and 
philosophical perspectives. For the development planners and 
administrators it is important to solicit the participation of 
different groups of rural people, to make the plans 
participatory. 
 
Aims and Objectives to development:  
 
Rural development aims at improving rural people’s 
livelihoods in an equitable and sustainable manner, both 

socially and environmentally, through better access to assets 
(natural, physical, human, technological and social capital), 
and services, and control over productive capital (in its 
financial or economic and political forms) that enable them 
to improve their livelihoods on a sustainable and equitable 
basis. The basic objectives of Rural Development 
Programmes have been alleviation of poverty and 
unemployment through creation of basic social and economic 
infrastructure, provision of training to rural unemployed 
youth and providing employment to marginal 
Farmers/Labourers to discourage seasonal and permanent 
migration to urban areas. 
 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

Objectives of the study: 
 

 To understand the state and central government 
contribution for rural development. 

 To study the budget of 2015-2016 of Ministry of 
Rural Development. 

 To study various schemes names and the benefits of 
the schemes of Ministry of Rural Development. 

 
Scope of the study: 
 

 This study provides the details of the state and 
central government contribution for rural 
development and also helps to know the 
government initiatives to develop the rural areas. 
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