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Abstract 

 

The name Surat one can find even in a holy book Mahabharat. It is one of the most important trading centers 

from Moghul era and was known for its Jari work. Due to the port status, last 500 years are the witness of its 

global presence and because of the same it had attracted people of various nations. After the arrival of British 

people in India, it emerged as a center of textile and specific community of textile weaving, dyeing and tying 

migrated from villages of near by regions and also from Sindh and Rajasthan. After the independence, it 

emerged as an art silk capital of India and after the globalization and technology development, today; it is one of 

the important urban cluster for textile business.  
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1. SURAT AND ITS DEVELOPMENT 

 

Surat is one of the fastest developing metropolitan area of the world and is 9th largest metropolitan city of India 

[1]. Surat is located at the delta region of Tapti river, Latitude 21°15’ N and 72°52’E [2], which is one among 

the important rivers of South Gujarat [3]. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure :1 Location map of Surat 

 

Surat city is having a coast line of around 6 kms [4] is now the 8th largest city of India as per population [5-6]. 

The population of city has grown from less than a quarter million in 1950 to around 5.5 million today [5,7]. Also 

the area of Surat city expands from 8 km2 to 326 km2[8]. 
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