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Abstract— The amalgamation of business insight with the social responsibility, generating a positive impact on lives is the concept of 

the Social Entrepreneurship. The function of Social Entrepreneur is to identify the social problem and use the entrepreneurial principles 

to solve the same with a long term goal to bring broad-based social change. Despite its infancy in India, the Social Entrepreneurship 

has made significant contribution against the lethargic government and inefficient bureaucracy towards the many of the societal 

problems. This potential of the Social Entrepreneurship can be utilized to meet the targets of inclusive policy of the nation. India being 

heterogeneous in language, race and religion, culture, etc. suffers from the various kinds of social inequalities. Moreover, every third 

person in India, due to poverty is deprived from the education, employment, healthcare, sanitation, etc. resulting into social exclusion 

of the people. Successful examples Social Entrepreneurship like, Gramin Bank in Bangladesh, Amul in Gujarat have proved their worth 

in the process of social inclusion of marginalized people. However, the country needs many of such initiatives. The paper examines the 

features of Social Entrepreneurship to meet the various indicators of the social inclusion. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The process of bringing a large scale social change through the entrepreneur skill is the Social Entrepreneurship. The process 

commences with the identification of the most pressing problem followed by the exploration of the innovative solutions and 

finally the application of entrepreneurial principles to launch a venture which may lead to the social change. The peculiarity of 

the social entrepreneurship is in persistent search for the novel idea to endow with the ethical and sustainable solution of the social 

issue. The ambitious tackling of the social cause the through the social entrepreneurship does not only crack the problem but also 

bring a imperative change in the system and take a society to a new leap. The social mission of the social entrepreneurship may 

include service to the society, improvement of the social condition of the mass, solution for the community problem, endeavor 

for the social inclusion of the marginalized people with financial inclusion of poor. Though, the social entrepreneurship is the 

blend of the business insight with the social responsibility. The nature of the social entrepreneurship may be ‘For-profit’ or Non-

profit’ entity, that emphasizes on the objectives to serve the society rather than generating profit. Therefore, unlike  the business 

enterprise of which the performance is measured in profit and returns, the assessment of the social entrepreneurship is made in 

terms of its impact on the society.  

 

The term ‘for profit’ social enterprise refers to businesses with shareholder-owners that seek to address social problems by 

combining the dynamism of capitalized for-profit enterprise with the intentionally pro-social orientation of non-profit 

organizations. [1] 

Since, the operation of the social entrepreneurship includes explicit formation mission to create and sustain social benefit, it 

involves high degree of economic risk. However, the autonomy in activities hunts new opportunities and explores the hidden 

resources for the mission. These make the social entrepreneurs visionaries, who could think and do ‘out of box’. The synergetic 

approach to deal with the problem, instead of just the sum of individual idea leads to global collaborations. 

II. FEATURES OF THE SOCIAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

Social entrepreneurship differs from the business enterprise because of its aim to generate profit. Nevertheless, social 

entrepreneurship also differs from non-governmental organizations in their aim and operation. The non-governmental 

organizations, typically, aim to immediate, short-time social change, while the social entrepreneurship, with a visionary approach 

aims to make a wide spectrum, sustainable, everlasting change. Social entrepreneurship offers innovative ways to break out the 

stagnant state of the society and provides the momentum so that it comes out of its sociological trap. Whenever, the system fails 

to bestow the desired results, the social entrepreneurship does not get hang-up with it, rather alters the structure of the system for 

the anticipated outcome.  

Another peculiar feature of the social entrepreneur is about dealing with the target of the process. The victims of the system, 

who are affected persons, are considered as a part of the solution, instead of treating them as just passive beneficiary as the attitude 

of the non-governmental organizations. The focus of the social entrepreneurship remains on resources rather than lacuna and the 

deficiencies. The conference on ‘Social Economy in the Central and Eastern European Countries’ [2] have identified peculiar 

characteristics of the social entrepreneurship as follows,  

a) An explicit aim to benefit the community: One of the principal aims of social enterprises is to serve the community or a specific 

group of people. In the same perspective, a feature of social enterprises is their desire to promote a sense of social responsibility 

at local level. 

b) An initiative launched by a group of citizens: Social enterprises are the result of collective dynamics involving people belonging 

to a community or to a group that shares a well-defined need or aim; this collective dimension must be maintained over time in 
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