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Mouth cancer has the same meaning as oral cancer - it is cancer that 

occurs in any part of the mouth; on the tongue's surface, in the lips, 

inside the cheek, in the gums, in the roof and floor of the mouth, in the 

tonsils, and also the salivary glands. Mouth cancer is an important 

global healthcare problem. There are more than 3000 cases of mouth 

cancer reported on in India every year. These cancers are more 

common in men than in Women. However this is changing the 

incidence rate of cancer of the mouth in women has significantly at a 

rate of 3% per year since 1994. It mainly affects older people although 

younger people are being diagnosed now. Early detection of mouth 

cancer greatly improves the chances of survival. The effect of cancer 

on speech and swallowing depend on the location and size of the 

growth. E.g. a sore or lumb on the lips may limit movement. It may 

also limit the ability to move food around the mouth or push food back 

towards the throat during swallowing. The outcomes after surgery 

depend on the location and size of the cancerous growth. Other 

important factor includes the amount of tissues removed in surgery, the 

frequency of speech and swallowing treatment and the motivation of 

the patient.  
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Introduction:- 
“Cancer is a scary word. Almost everyone knows someone who got very sick or died from cancer. Most of the time, 

cancer affects older people. Not many kids get cancer, but when they do, very often it can be treated and cured.” 

 

Defining Cancer 

Cancer is a term used for diseases in which abnormal cells divide without control and are able to invade other tissues. 

Cancer cells can spread to other parts of the body through the blood and lymph systems. 

 

Cancer is not just one disease but many diseases. There are more than 100 different types of cancer. Most cancers are 

named for the organ or type of cell in which they start - for example, cancer that begins in the colon is called colon 

cancer; cancer that begins in basal cells of the skin is called basal cell carcinoma. 

 

Cancer types can be grouped into broader categories. The main categories of cancer include: Carcinoma, Sarcoma, 

Leukemia, Lymphoma and myeloma, Central nervous system cancers 
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