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Abstract 
The paper begins with an overview of the Storytelling potential of Architecture. It tells how the experiential 
process of moving through spaces and decoding the messages embodied in Architecture has the potential 
to nourish the perceiver spiritually and emotionally, going beyond the physical traits of the structure and 
imbibed functions. To understand how a designer can imbibe a narrative while designing a project, the 
paper then describes the design process of an academic project – A Dance institute for the Kalbelia 
community at Pushkar, Rajasthan, in India. The description ends with the experiential journey of the 
perceiver to decode the spatial narratives encoded by the conceiver while conceiving the project; 
supplemented with the drawings of the design proposal and the inferences. 
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Architecture and Storytelling 

Architecture is a journey of movement and an unfolding of a mystery which conditions your mind 
and calms your temper, through a sequential unfolding of spaces. It is an act of ‘Story-telling’. 
(Pandya, Workshop on 'Space-making in Architecture', 2014) 

Architecture is a celebration of life. It encodes messages and emotes feelings. It may 
communicate through spatial tools, whether they be the space sequences and their organization; 
elements of space-making and their scale and form; or the symbolism of surface articulation. It 
sets off an instantaneous dialogue between the user and the architectural product. (Pandya, 
Concepts of Space in Traditional Indian Architecture, 2013) 

Modes of Perception 

Spaces created and orchestrated by Architecture are experienced by moving through them. This is 
where Architecture must go beyond problem solving and command its role as a nourisher for the 
psyche, nurturer for the emotions and a conditioner for the mind; an effective storyteller.  

However, this experiential journey of the perceiver visiting the campus is a sum-total of 
his perceptions through various modes such as sensorial, associational, notional and experiential. 
The sensorial perception is generic to each person visiting a place and perceiving its spaces. But 
associational clues are decoded differently by each perceiver depending upon his ethnicity. This is 
because persons belonging to a specific ethnic origin can instantly decode and co-relate certain 
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