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  Abstract 
The paper begins with a background of the study wherein the heritage potentials of the Panchmahal region 
are discussed, wherein ‘Kaleshwari’ is mentioned as one of the archaeological sites in the region. The next 
portion of the paper unfolds the details of this State Protected group of monuments like the Architectural 
significance of the site, etymology, geographical location and other important details about the site like the 
then logic behind the selection of the site, flora and fauna, etc. Each monument out of the group of 
protected monuments at the site is then analysed from an architectural perspective. The paper concludes 
with a way forward wherein the further scope of research and restoration is written down.  
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Introduction 

Panchmahal region in Gujarat is one of the richest regions in terms of its cultural heritage, 
antiquities, architectural marvels, dense forests and natural ecosystems of flora and fauna. The 
cultural heritage of this region is backed by numerous ancient monuments in Champaner, 
Pavagadh, Halol, Lunawada, Santrampur, Devgadh Baria, ‘Kaleshwari’, etc. 

At the zenith of the architectural glory is of course Champaner-Pavagadh by being a World 
Heritage Site. But still there are other several less known monumental sites in the region which 
have not yet been publicized to their fullest potential. Such sites include several monuments at 
varied locations in the region, some of them being the archaeological site of ‘Kaleshwari’, several 
palaces of Lunawada, Devgadh Baria, Jambughoda, Santrampur, Limbadiya and Sanjeli, etc. This 
paper attempts to popularize less known yet worthy to cherish monuments of the complex at 
‘Kaleshwari’.  

About ‘Kaleshwari’ - the site 

Etymology of ‘Kaleshwari’ 

The word ‘Kaleshwari’ seems to have been derived from either ‘Kalashri’, or ‘Kala+Ishwari’ 
(Goddess of art) or ‘Klesh+Hari’ (Goddess who takes away all your disputes & sorrows). Out of 
these the third alternative seems to be more appropriate. (Gandhi, 1953)  
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