
© AesthetixMS 2016. This Open Access article is published under a Creative Commons Attribution Non-Commercial 4.0 
International License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/), which permits non-commercial re-use, 
distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. For citation use the DOI. 
For commercial re-use, please contact editor@chitrolekha.com. 

 
 
 

Evolution of Bhumija Shikhara and Distribution of Bhumija 
Shrines in India 
 
Maulik Hajarnis & Bhagyajit Raval 
Faculty of Architecture, Parul University, Waghodia, Vadodara, Gujarat, India 
Email: hajarnismaulik@gmail.com  

 
Received August 26, 2016; Revised October 15, 2016; Accepted October 17, 2016; Published October 22, 2016 

 
 
Abstract 
The present paper begins with a brief on the meaning and essence of a Hindu temple. It talks about the 
types of classification of the Hindu temples in India, on the basis of its physical attributes. The authors then 
try to trace the evolution of the Bhumija shikhara chronologically. The paper examines the Bhumija mode 
with respect to its meaning and references in literature. Finally the paper mentions various Bhumija shrines 
in various states of the country chronologically. The description ends with maps showing spatial 
distribution of Bhumija shrines across India and a graph showing state wise Bhumija shrines with respect to 
their time-line. 
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Introduction  

As the title of the paper suggests, this paper talks about the evolution of the Bhumija spire and the 
spatial locations of various Bhumija shrines in India. But before we arrive at the description of 
Bhumija spire and its peculiar features, it is essential to have a brief understanding of the meaning 
of the Hindu Temple. The Hindu temple is based on a simple and direct concept of worship with 
a ritual of prayer involving a dialogue between the devotee and the deity of the temple (Hardy, 
1995). The sole purpose of every Hindu temple is to be a house for a god whose image or idol is 
installed at the heart or core of the monument. This concept applies to any scale or form of a 
Hindu Temple ranging from a road-side shrine to any of the grandest work of royal patronage. 

 

Classification of Hindu temples 

Hindu temples can be classified on the basis of several aspects. For instance, they could be 
classified on the basis of any of the following criteria: 

1. The Deity of the Temple: If the temple is devoted to Shiva it is a Shivalaya or a Shaiva 
temple. If it is devoted to Parshvanatha, it becomes a Jain derasara and so on. 

2. The Number of Shrines in the Temple: If the temple has one shrine it is a single shrine 
temple. If it has two shrines besides a common Mandapa (prayer hall) it is a double shrine 
temple. If it has three shrines attached to a common mandapa, it is a Triple shrine temple. 
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