ﬁ%‘: ] ] I_-vr"—gs_.;_.--_‘_ I —

—— .|.
" —

BOMBGATE CAN THE o

=

111

“THE BJP WILL
UNITE ALL
NATIONALIST

IN AN EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW, BJP
PRESIDENT J.P. NADDA REVEALS THE
' | PARTY’S STRATEGY FOR THE FUTURE
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‘THE BJP WILL UNITE ALL
NATIONALIST FORCES’

In an exclusive interview, BJP president Jagat Prakash Nadda
reveals the party’s strategy for the future
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FUTURE TENSE
e Myanmar refugees

at an undisclosed

location in Mizoram
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CAUGHT IN THE CROSSFIRE

n unusual face-oft between
the Centre and the Mizoram
government over refugees
from Myanmar has once again
brought to the fore India’s inconsistent
stand on dealing with international refu-
gees. Protests have raged across Myan-
mar since the military coup on February
1 overthrew a democratically elected
government. The retaliatory erackdown
by seeurity forces has left scores dead
and forced hundreds to take shelterin
the Indian states bordering Myanmar.
India and Myanmar share a 1,643
km border along Mizoram, Manipur,
Nagaland and Arunachal Pradesh.

By Kaushik Deka

Most refugees are police personnel who
refused to obey the military junta’s
orders—to shoot and kill the protest-
ers—with families in tow. They fled
fearing persecution, possibly sum-
mary execution. Over 700 Myanmar
natienals have reached Mizoram and
Manipur. Unofficial estimates put their
number at over 1,000. Mizoram, which
has a 510 km border with Myanmar.is

sheltering most of the refugees. They are

camping in the districts of Champhai,
Hunahthial, Serchhip and Siaba.

The Centre has taken a tough
stand against this influx in light of
New Delhi's close ties with Tatmadaw,

Myanmar’s powerful military, which
has often supported Indian security
forces in their crackdowns on insurgent
groups in the Northeast. Many such
sroups have bases in Myanmar. Min
Aung Hlaing, the military leader of
Myanmar, has also been a vocal eritic
of China's support to a rebel group in
his country, the Arakan Army, This was
one of the reasons India maintained ties
with the Myanmar military even when
the country had a democratic govern-
ment in power. Tndia was among the

ht countries that attended a military

[N}
parade in Myannmaron March 27
On Februry 23, the Union ministry
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