RURAL PANDEMIC VACCINE DRIVE FALTERING MSMEs
THE NEXT WAVE? WAR OF NUMBERS COLLATERAL DAMAGE
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AN INVESTIGATION INTO WHY INDIA
FACES A CRIPPLING SHORTAGE OF
MEDICAL OXYGEN NEEDED TO TREAT
COVID PATIENTS, WHO IS TO BLAME AND
HOW TO REMEDY THE SITUATION
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RURAL

A LOOMING CALAMITY

32

Poor medical infrastructure and lack of preparednes‘s are
severely compromising rural India's fight against Covid
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VACCINE

A FLAWED
PROCESS

The mass vaccination
drive faces
distribution and
pricing hurdles

4

MSMEs
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India's 63.4 million

MSMEs, already battling

low demand, are on the
brink of forced shutdowns

48

RAJASTHAN

SINKING DESERT SHIP

The Camel Act was meant
to save Rajasthan’s state

animal. Instead, it has led

to dwindling numbers and
despairing herders
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Why are Covid cases going down
in Mumbai? By Kiran D. Tare

The strict lockdown is showing results, but the rise in
cases in high-rises is a worry

https://bit.ly/3tUglsR

—|BKC JUMBO 4.
19 VACCINATION CENTRE

How Kerala ramped up oxygen capacity
and supply by Jeemon Jacol
An efficient healthcare system and the PESO unit's

timely action on streamlining oxygen supplies helped
the state

https://bitly/3ntwFyb

Why US's belated offer of Covid aid to India
has raised eyebrows

by Sandeep Unnithan

As offers poured in from across the world, it took

India’s ‘global strategic partner' over a week to break
its silence

https://bit.lv/3eG412¢

Farmers' protests a potential super
spreader? By Anilesh S, Mah

With a second Covid surge hitting the country, the state
works on evacuating the farmers from protest sites
https://bit.ly/3dX Voex

The Covid surge has given Mamata's
campaign new vigour by Romita Datta

The TMC is playing up the Centre's alleged mismanage-

ment of the pandemic ahead of the last three phases of
the West Bengal assembly poll

hittps://bit.ly/2PuBNSN
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MUMBAI HALTS
The road outside
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj Terminus
during the ongoing
lockdown

n his address to the nation on

April 20, Prime Minister Naren-

dra Modi urged states to think

of lockdowns as a means of last
resort. Within a week, though, faced

with a runaway spiral in Covid cases,

i. Maharashtra, Delhi, Gujarat and

| Karnataka were forced to do just that,
while Punjab, Chhattisgarh, Rajast-
han and Haryana had to impose night

| and weekend curfews.

Already reeling from the after-
effects of the nationwide lockdown
last year, Maharashtra was forced to
announce an extension of its cali-
brated lockdown till May 15. It’s the
largest state in terms of GSDP (gross

STATE FINANCES

THE COST OF LOCKDOWNS

By Anilesh S. Mahajan

state domestie product) and con-
tributes 14.2 per cent of the national
GVA (gross value added). In FY21,

the state’s economy contracted 8 per
cent in real terms and 5.6 per centin
nominal terms. Soumya Kanti Ghosh,
chief economic advisor at State Bank
of India (SBI), estimates in a report
that the ongoing lockdown will wipe
out over Rs 80,000 crore, or 2.7 per
cent of the state’s GSDP. Maharash-
tra's fiscal deficit was 3.3 per cent of
GSDP in FY21—a 15-year high—and
the current lockdown is grim news for
its industry and services sectors, both
of which witnessed a contraction of

over 11 per cent last year.

THE CAPTAIN'S
LONELY CORNER
PG12

WHY LALU YADAV
STILL MATTERS
P&V

Karnataka, which announced
a two-week lockdown starting
April 27, stands to lose around Rs
22,000 crore during the period. In
the last fiscal, Karnataka's economy
contracted 2.6 per cent. The state’s
borrowings in FY22 are estimated to
be Rs 71,332 crore—around 338 per
cent higher than the pre-pandemic
estimate. The additional borrowings
were necessitated by the 11 per cent
dip in revenue receipts in FY21—Rs
1.6 lakh crore against the projected
collection of Rs 1.8 lakh crore—and
have nudged up the fiscal deficit from
a manageable 2.55 per cent of GSDP
to 3.23 per cent.
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